
                                                                

Press release  

Commissioner Moedas announces continued support for Social Sciences 

and Humanities 

In his speech at the high-level conference entitled Trust: European Research Co-creating 

Resilient Societies, that took place 29-30 October at the Palais des Académies in Brussels, 

Carlos Moedas, EU Commissioner for Research and Innovation stressed the importance of the 

social sciences and humanities (SSH) in tackling the challenges currently facing our societies. 

Commissioner Moedas said that “even though Europe has been shaken at its foundation and 

questioned, Europe is still the answer and social sciences and humanities are the key to 

understanding societal challenges and to building up trust for more resilient societies”. He 

added that the European Commission will continue to support SSH through Horizon 2020, the 

EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, and in addition, he will personally 

support SSH as a vital element for understanding European society and values. 

Among other distinguished speakers was Baroness Onora O’Neill, of the House of Lords and Professor at the 

University of Cambridge, who provided philosophical insight into the meaning of trust. She said that the aim 

should be to rebuild intelligent trust in order to be trustworthy and that “trust is only well placed on people 

and organisations that are honest, competent and reliable”.  Another speaker was Milena Žic Fuchs of the 

Croatian Academy of Science, who said that “social sciences and humanities are too often considered to be the 

“icing on the cake” when it comes to setting the policy for multidisciplinary research, whereas they should be 

fully integrated from the earliest stages of research to create valuable knowledge”.  In her view, 

communication is an important factor to build trust in research, and dialogue is needed for building links 

between the multi-layered nature of research and the diversity of society in order to achieve trust. 

The main message from the conference is that it is important that the EU Commission continues to support 

research in the social sciences and humanities, both as disciplines on their own as well as an integral part of 

multidisciplinary research policy. Only then can we provide real evidence for building trust which will lead to 

more resilient European societies, better equipped to tackle the grand societal challenges that we face.  

The EU-funded network of national contact points, Net4Society, together with the European Commission 

hosted this high level event, with support from HERA and Science Europe, attracting around 400 participants. 

The main goal of the conference was to showcase SSH research within the broad concept of trust, highlighting 

its societal relevance and usability of for society, business and citizens.  

Further information can be found on the conference website.  

Direct contacts for more information:  

Domenico Rossetti Di Valdalbero, DG RTD: Domenico.Rossetti-Di-Valdalbero@ec.europa.eu  

Angela Schindler-Daniels, coordinator of Net4Society: angela.schindler-daniels@dlr.de  

http://www.net4society.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/europe-changing-world-inclusive-innovative-and-reflective-societies
http://heranet.info/welcome-hera-humanities-the-european-research-area
http://www.scienceeurope.org/scientific-committees/Humanities/Humanities-committee
http://www.trust-conference.eu/
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